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WORLD CRISIS AND THE PATHWAY TO PEACE

The Devastating Consequences of a Nuclear War and the Critical Need for
Absolute Justice (THIRD SPEECH)

On March 24, 2012, the 9th Annual Peace Symposium was held at the Baitul
Futuh Mosque in Morden—the largest Mosque in Western Europe—organised
by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at (Community) in the UK.

After reciting tashahhud, ta‘awwudh and bismillah, Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih Vaba
said: All our guests—assalamo ‘alaikum wa rahmatullahe wa barakatohu—peace and
blessings of Allah be upon you all. Today, after a period of one year, I once again have
the opportunity to welcome all of our distinguished guests to this event. I am
extremely grateful to all of you, as you have spared your time to come and attend
today. Indeed, most of you are well acquainted with this event which has come to be
known as the ‘Peace Symposium’. This event is organised each year by the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and is just one of our many efforts to try and fulfil
our desire for peace to be established in the world. In attendance today are some new
friends, who are attending this function for the first time, whilst others are old friends
who have supported our efforts for many years. Regardless, all of you are
well-educated and share our desire for peace to be established in the world, and it is
due to this desire that you are all attending this event. All of you are here today with
the heartfelt wish that the world comes to be filled with love, affection and friendship.
It is this very attitude and these very values that the vast majority of the world longs
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for and which it stands in need of. In view of all of this, these are the reasons why all
of you, who come from different backgrounds, nations and religions, are sitting in
front of me today. As I have said, we hold this conference each year and on each
occasion, the same sentiment and hope is expressed by all of us, which is that peace in
the world comes to be established before our very eyes; and so each year I also
request all of you to endeavour to promote peace wherever you have the opportunity
and with whoever you have contact. Furthermore, I also request all those who are
linked to political parties or governments that they should also convey this message of
peace within their circles of influence. It is essential that everyone is made aware that,
for the establishment of world peace, there is a far greater need for high and
principled moral values than ever before. As far as the Ahmadiyya Community is
concerned, wherever and whenever the opportunity arises, we openly express and
declare our view that there is only one way to save the world from the destruction and
devastation that it is heading towards, and that is that we must all endeavour to spread
love, affection and a sense of community. Most importantly, the world must come to
recognize its Creator, Who is the One God. This is because it is the recognition of the
Creator that leads us towards love and compassion for His Creation, and when this
becomes part of our character, it is then that we become recipients of God’s Love. We
constantly raise our voice calling for peace in the world, and it is the pain and anguish
we feel in our hearts that inspires us to try and alleviate the suffering of mankind and
to make the world we live in a better place. Indeed, this very function is just one of
our many efforts towards achieving this goal. As I have already said, all of you also
hold these noble desires. Furthermore, I have repeatedly called on politicians and
religious leaders to strive for peace. Yet, in spite of all of these efforts, we find that
anxiety and turmoil continue to spread and increase throughout the world. In today’s
world we find so much strife, restlessness and disorder. In some countries members of
the public are fighting and waging wars amongst themselves. In some nations the
public is fighting against the government, or conversely the rulers are attacking their
own people. Terrorist groups are fuelling anarchy and disorder to fulfil their vested
interests and so they are arbitrarily killing innocent women, children and the elderly.
In some countries, as a means to fulfil their own interests, political parties are warring
with each other rather than coming together for the betterment of their nations. We
also find some governments and countries are continuously casting their glances

enviously in the direction of the resources of other nations. The major powers of the
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world are consumed by their efforts to maintain their supremacy, and leave no stone
unturned in their efforts towards pursuing this goal. Bearing all of this in mind, we
find that neither the Ahmadiyya nor the majority of you, who are members of the
public, have the power or authority to develop policies to bring positive change. This
is because we do not hold any governmental power or office. In fact, I would go as far
as to say that even the politicians, with whom we have developed friendly relations
and who always agree with us when they are in our company, are also unable to speak
out. Instead, their voices too are being drowned out and they are prevented from
forwarding their views. This is either because they are forced to follow party policies,
or perhaps due to external pressures from other world powers or political allies, which
are weighing them down. Nevertheless, we, who take part in this Peace Symposium
each year, undoubtedly hold a desire for peace to be established and certainly we
express our opinions and feelings that love, compassion and brotherhood should be
established amongst all religions, all nationalities, all races and indeed, amongst all
people. Unfortunately though, we are powerless to actually bring this vision to light.
We do not have the authority or means to achieve the results that we long for. I recall
that a couple of years ago, in this very hall during our Peace Symposium, I delivered a
speech detailing the ways and means for world peace to be established, and I also
spoke about how the United Nations ought to function. Afterwards, our very dear and
respected friend, Lord Eric Avebury, commented that the speech ought to have been
delivered at the United Nations itself. Nevertheless, this was a display of his noble
character that he was so generous and kind in his remarks. However, what 1 wish to
say is that merely delivering or listening to a speech or lecture is not enough and will
not lead to peace being established. In fact, the key requirement to fulfilling this
primary goal is absolute justice and fairness in all matters. The Holy Qur’an, in
Chapter 4, verse 136, has given us a golden principle and lesson, guiding us about
this. It states that as a means to fulfil the requirements of justice, even if you have to
bear witness and testify against yourself, your parents or your closest relatives and
friends, then you must do so. This is true justice where personal interests are set aside
for the common good. If we think about this principle at a collective level, then we
will realise that unfair lobbying techniques based on wealth and influence should be
abandoned. Instead, the representatives and ambassadors of each nation should come
forward with sincerity and with a desire to support the principles of fairness and
equality. We must eliminate all forms of bias and discrimination, as this is the only
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means to bring about peace. If we look at the United Nations General Assembly or
Security Council, we find that often statements or speeches made there receive great
praise and acknowledgement, but such tributes are meaningless because the real
decisions have already been predetermined. Thus, where decisions are made on the
basis of the pressure or the lobbying of the major powers, as opposed to just and truly
democratic means, then such speeches are rendered hollow, meaningless and serve
only as pretence to deceive the outside world. Nevertheless, all of this does not mean
that we should simply become frustrated, and give up and abandon all our efforts.
Instead, it should be our objective, whilst remaining within the laws of the land, to
continue to remind the government of the needs of the time. We must also properly
advise those groups who have vested interests, so that at a global level, justice can
prevail. Only then will we see the world become the haven of peace and harmony that
we all want and desire. Therefore, we cannot and must not give up our efforts. If we
stop raising our voices against cruelty and injustice, then we will become amongst
those who have no moral values or standards whatsoever. Whether or not our voices
are likely to be heard or have influence is irrelevant. We must continue to counsel
others towards peace. | am always extremely pleased when I see that, irrespective of
differences of religion or nationality, for the sake of upholding human values, so
many people come to this function to listen, to learn and to speak about ways to
establish peace and compassion in the world. Thus, I would request all of you to strive
for peace to the best of your abilities so that we can keep the flicker of hope alight,
that a time will come when true peace and justice will be established in all parts of the
world. We must remember that when human efforts fail, then God Almighty issues
His Decree to determine the fate of mankind. Before God’s Decree sets into motion
and compels people towards Him and towards fulfilling the rights of mankind, it
would be far better if the people of the world should themselves come to pay attention
to these crucial matters, because when God Almighty is forced to take action, then His
Wrath seizes mankind in a truly severe and terrifying manner. In today’s world, one
terrifying manifestation of God’s Decree could be in the shape of another world war.
There is no doubt that the effects of such a war and its destruction will not be limited
to the war itself or even to this generation. In fact, its horrific consequences will be
exhibited for many generations to come. Just one tragic consequence of such a war
will be the effect it will have on new born children, both now and in the future. The

weapons available today are so destructive that they could lead to generation after
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generation of children being born with severe genetic or physical defects. Japan is the
one country to have experienced the abhorrent consequences of atomic warfare, when
it was attacked by nuclear bombs during the Second World War. Even today when you
visit Japan and meet its people, you see an absolute fear and hatred of war visible in
their eyes and from what they say. Yet the nuclear bombs that were used at that time
and which caused widespread devastation, were much less powerful than the atomic
weapons that are possessed by even very small nations today. It is said that in Japan,
even though seven decades have passed, yet the effects of the atom bombs are still
continuing to be manifest on newborn children. If a person is shot by a bullet, then it
is sometimes possible for him to survive through medical treatment, but if a nuclear
war breaks out, then those who are in the firing line will have no such luck. Instead,
we will find that people will instantly die and freeze like statues, and their skin will
simply melt away. Drinking water, food and vegetation will all be contaminated and
affected by radiation. We can only imagine what type of diseases such contamination
will lead to. In those places that are not directly hit and where the effects of the
radiation are somewhat less, even there the risk of diseases and illness will become
much higher and the future generations will also bear much greater risks. Therefore,
as I have said, the devastating and destructive effects of such warfare will not be
limited to the war and its aftermath, but will pass from generation to generation. real
consequences of such warfare, and yet today there are selfish and foolish people who
are extremely proud of their invention and describe what they have developed as a
gift to the world. The truth is that the so-called beneficial aspects of nuclear energy
and technology can be extremely dangerous and lead to widespread destruction, due
to either negligence or due to accidents. We have already witnessed such catastrophes,
such as the nuclear accident that occurred in 1986 in Chernobyl, in what is now
Ukraine, and just last year after the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, it too had to
contend with great danger and the country was placed in fear. When such events
happen, then it is also very difficult to repopulate the affected regions. Due to their
unique and tragic experiences, the Japanese have become extremely cautious and
indeed, their sense of fear and terror is fully justified. It is an obvious statement that
people die in wars, and so when Japan entered the Second World War, its Government
and its people were well-aware that some people would be killed. It is said that
approximately three million people died in Japan, and this came to about 4% of the

country’s population. Even though a number of other countries may have suffered
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higher proportions of deaths in terms of total numbers, yet the hatred and aversion to
war that we find in the Japanese people remains much higher in comparison to others.
The simple reason for this is certainly the two nuclear bombs that were dropped on
Japan during World War 11, and the consequences of which they are still witnessing
and having to bear even today. Japan has proved its greatness and resilience by being
able to repopulate and rehabilitate its towns relatively quickly. But let it be clear that
if nuclear weapons are used again today, then it is quite possible that parts of certain
countries could be completely wiped off the map. They could cease to exist.
Conservative estimates put the death toll of the Second World War at about 62 million
and it is said that around 40 million of those who were killed were civilians. Thus, in
other words, more civilians died than military personnel. Such devastation occurred
despite the fact that apart from in Japan, a traditional war was fought with
conventional weapons everywhere else. The United Kingdom had to bear the loss of
around half a million people. Of course, at that time, it was still a colonial power and
so its colonies also fought on its behalf. If we include their losses then the death toll
rises to millions. In India alone, around 1.6 million people lost their lives. However,
today the situation has changed, and those very countries that were colonies of the
United Kingdom, and who fought for the British Empire, could today fight against
Great Britain if war breaks out. Moreover, as I mentioned earlier, even some small
countries have acquired nuclear weapons. What causes great fear is the knowledge
that such nuclear weapons could end up in the hands of such people who either do not
have the ability or who choose not to think about the consequences of their actions. In
truth, such people do not even care about the consequences, and are trigger-happy.
Thus, if the major powers do not act with justice, do not eliminate the frustrations of
smaller nations and do not adopt great and wise policies, then the situation will spiral
out of control and the destruction that will follow is beyond our comprehension and
imagination. Even the majority of the world who do desire peace will also become
engulfed by this devastation. Thus, it is my ardent wish and hope that the leaders of
all major nations come to understand this dreadful reality, and so instead of adopting
aggressive policies and utilising force to achieve their aims and objectives, they strive
to adopt policies that promote and secure justice. Recently, a very senior Russian
military commander issued a serious warning about the potential risk of a nuclear war.
It was his view that such a war would not be fought in Asia or elsewhere, but would

be fought on Europe’s borders, and that the threat might originate and ignite from
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Eastern European countries. Though some people will say that this was simply his
personal opinion, I myself do not believe his views to be improbable, but in addition,
I also believe that if such a war breaks out, then it is highly likely that Asian countries
will also become involved. Another news item that was recently given widespread
media coverage was the views of a recently retired chief of Israel’s intelligence
agency, Mossad. During an interview with the wellknown American television
channel, CBS, he said that it was becoming apparent that the Israeli Government
wished to wage war on Iran. He said that if such an attack took place it would be
impossible to know where or how such a war would come to end. Thus, he strongly
advised against any attack. In this respect, it is my opinion that such a war will end
with nuclear destruction. I recently also came across an article in which the author
stated that the situation of the world today is similar to the situation in 1932, both in
economic terms and also politically. He wrote that in certain countries the people held
no confidence in their politicians or their so-called democracies. He also said that
there were many other similarities and parallels which were combining together to
form the same image today that was witnessed just prior to the outbreak of the Second
World War. Some may disagree with his analysis, but on the contrary, I agree with it
and that is why I believe the world’s governments ought to be extremely worried and
concerned at the current state of affairs. Similarly, the unjust leaders of some Muslim
countries, whose only objective is to hold onto their power at any means and at any
cost, should come to their senses. Otherwise, their acts and their foolishness will be
the means of their demise, and they will lead their respective countries towards a most
terrifying predicament. We, who are members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community,
try our utmost to save the world and humanity from destruction. This is because in
this era, we have accepted the Imam of the Age, who was sent by Allah as the
Promised Messiah, and came as a servant to the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), who himself was sent as a Mercy for all of Mankind. It is because we
follow the teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) that we feel extreme
pain and anguish in our hearts at the state of the world. It is that pain which drives us
in our efforts to try and save humanity from destruction and suffering. Therefore, I
and all other Ahmadi Muslims are striving to fulfil our responsibilities towards
achieving peace in the world. One way in which I have tried to promote peace is
through a series of letters that I have written to certain world leaders. A few months

ago, | sent a letter to Pope Benedict, which was delivered to him in person by an
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Ahmadi representative of mine. In the letter I said to him that as he was the leader of
the world’s biggest religious denomination, he ought to endeavour to establish peace.
In similar vein, more recently and upon observing that hostilities between Iran and
Israel were boiling over to a very dangerous level, I sent a letter to both Israel’s Prime
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and Iran’s President, Mahmud Ahmedinejad, in which
I urged them to forsake all forms of haste and recklessness when making decisions,
for the sake of mankind. I have also recently written to President Barack Obama and
Canada’s Prime Minister, Stephen Harper, calling on both of them to fulfil their roles
and responsibilities towards the development of peace and harmony in the world. I am
also planning to write and warn other Heads of State and leaders in the near future. I
do not know if my letters will be given any value or weight by the various leaders I
have written to, but whatever their reaction, an attempt has been made by me, as the
Khalifah and spiritual leader of millions of Ahmadi Muslims worldwide, to convey
their feelings and emotions about the perilous state of the world. Let it be clear that I
have not expressed these sentiments because of any personal fear, but instead, I am
motivated out of a sincere love for humanity. This love for humanity has been
developed and instilled in all true Muslims by the teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) who, as 1 have already mentioned, was sent as a
means of mercy and compassion for all of mankind. Most likely you will be very
surprised or even shocked to hear that our love for mankind is a direct result of the
teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). The question may arise in your
minds, that why then are there Muslim terrorist groups that are killing innocent
people, or why are there Muslim governments, who in order to protect their seats of
power, are ordering the mass killings of members of their public? Let it be absolutely
clear that in reality, such evil acts are completely contrary to the real teachings of
Islam. The Holy Qur’an does not give permission, under any circumstances, for
extremism or terrorism. In this age, according to our beliefs, God Almighty sent the
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at, Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian
(peace be upon him) as the Promised Messiah and the Imam Mahdi, in complete
submission to the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Promised
Messiah (peace be upon him) was sent to propagate the real and true teachings of
Islam and the Holy Qur’an. He was sent to establish a bond between man and God
Almighty. He was sent to identify and recognize the rights owed by man to one

another. He was sent to end all forms of religious warfare. He was sent to establish the
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respect, dignity and honour of every Founder and every Prophet of any religion. He
was sent to draw attention towards attaining the highest standards of moral values and
to establish peace, love, compassion and brotherhood throughout the world. If you go
to any part of the world, you will find these very qualities embedded in all true
Ahmadi Muslims. For us neither terrorists nor extremists are examples, nor are the
cruel Muslim dictators examples to us, nor are Western powers examples to us. The
example that we follow is that of the Founder of Islam, the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and our guiding instructions are the Holy Qur’an. Thus, from
this Peace Symposium, I send a message to the entire world, that the message and
teachings of Islam are of love, compassion, kindness and peace. Sadly, we find that a
small minority of Muslims present a completely distorted image of Islam and act
upon their misguided beliefs. I say to all of you, that you should not believe this to be
the real Islam and thus use such misguided acts as a licence to hurt the sentiments of
the peaceful majority of Muslims or make them a target of cruelty. The Holy Qur’an
is the holiest and most sacred Book for all Muslims and so to use abusive and foul
language or to burn it will certainly grievously injure the feelings of Muslims. We
have seen that when this happens it often leads to a completely wrong and
inappropriate reaction by extremist Muslims. Just very recently we heard of two
incidents in Afghanistan, where some American soldiers disrespected the Holy
Qur’an, and killed innocent women and children in their homes. Similarly, a merciless
person shot dead some French soldiers in the South of France without any reason, and
then some days later he entered a school and killed three innocent Jewish children and
one of their teachers. We find that this behaviour is completely wrong and can never
lead to peace. We also see such cruelties regularly come to pass in Pakistan and
elsewhere and so all of these acts are giving the opponents of Islam fuel to vent their
hatred and a pretext upon which to pursue their goals on a large scale. Such barbaric
acts carried out on a smaller scale are not conducted due to personal enmities or
grudges, but are in fact the result of the unjust policies adopted by certain
governments, both at a domestic and at an international level. Thus, for peace in the
world to be established it is essential that proper standards of justice are developed at
every level, and in every country of the world. The Holy Qur’an has deemed the
killing of one innocent person without reason akin to killing all of mankind. So once
again, as a Muslim, I shall make it absolutely clear that Islam does not permit cruelty

or oppression in any way, shape or form. This is an injunction that is absolute and
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without exception. The Qur’an further states that even if any country or people hold
enmity towards you, that must not stop you from acting in a fully just and fair manner
when dealing with them. It should not be that any enmities or rivalries lead you to
taking revenge or acting disproportionately. Another vital injunction given to us by
the Holy Qur’an is that the wealth and resources of others should not be looked upon
with envy or greed. I have mentioned just a few points, but these are such that are
crucially important because they lay the foundation for peace and justice in society
and the wider world. I pray that the world pays attention to these key issues, so that
we can be saved from the destruction of the world that we are being led towards by
the unjust and untruthful people. 1 would like to take this opportunity to apologize
that I have taken up quite some time, but the truth is that the subject of establishing
peace in the world is of truly vast importance. Time is running out, and before it is too
late we must all pay great heed and attention to the needs of the time. Before I bring
my speech to an end, I would like to talk about one important thing. As we are all
aware, these days the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, is being
celebrated. If we rewind the clock 115 years to 1897, the Diamond Jubilee of Queen
Victoria was also being celebrated. At that time, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community sent a congratulatory message to Queen Victoria. In his message,
he conveyed both the teachings of Islam and he also sent a message of prayers for the
British Government and for the long life of the Queen. In his message, the Promised
Messiah (peace be upon him) wrote that the best quality of the Queen’s Government
was that under its rule, all people were granted religious freedom. In today’s world the
British Government no longer rules over the Sub-Continent, but still the principles of
freedom of religion are deeply entrenched in British society and its laws, through
which every person is granted religious freedom. Indeed, a very beautiful example of
this freedom is being witnessed here tonight where the followers of various different
faiths, religions and beliefs have joined together in one place with a common
aspiration of seeking peace in the world. Therefore, using the same words and prayers
that the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) used, I take this opportunity to offer
heartfelt congratulations to Queen Elizabeth. As he said: May our congratulations
filled with happiness and gratitude to our compassionate Queen be conveyed. And
may the honourable Queen always be kept happy and content. The Promised Messiah
(peace be upon him) further offered prayers for Queen Victoria, and so again I use his

words to pray for Queen Elizabeth: O Powerful and Noble God. Through your Grace
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and Blessings keep our honoured Queen forever happy in the same way that we are
living happily under her benevolence and kindness; and be kind and loving to her in
the same way that we are living in peace and prosperity under her generous and
righteous rule. Thus, these are sentiments of gratitude that are held by every Ahmadi
Muslim who is a British citizen. At the end I would like to once again express my
gratitude to all of you from the depths of my heart, who by coming here have
demonstrated their love, affection and brotherhood.

BN I I I I T B B B B e e e e
The Path to Peace— Just Relations between Nations Capitol Hill Washington,

D.C., USA, 2012 (FOURTH SPEECH)

On June 27, 2012, a historic event took place at Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C. Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih Vaba, Fifth Successor to the Promised Messiahas
and Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, addressed leading
congressmen, senators, ambassadors, White House and State Department Staff,
NGO leaders, religious leaders, professors, policy advisors, bureaucrats,
members of the Diplomatic Corps, representatives of think-tanks and the
Pentagon and journalists from the media.

Huzoor said:

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim—In the name of Allah, the Gracious, Ever Merciful.
All distinguished guests—assalamo ‘alaikum wa rahmatullahe wa barakatohu—peace
and blessings of Allah be upon you all. Before proceeding, I would like to first of all
take this opportunity to thank you all for taking the time to come and listen to what I
have to say. I have been requested to speak about a subject that is extremely vast and
wide ranging. It has many different aspects and therefore, it is not possible for me to
cover all of them in the short time available. The subject that I have been asked to
speak about is the establishment of world peace. Certainly, this is the most vital and
pressing issue facing the world today. However, as the time is limited, I will only
briefly give the Islamic viewpoint on the establishment of peace through just and
equal relations between nations. The truth is that peace and justice are
inseparable—you cannot have one without the other. Certainly, this principle is
something that all wise and intelligent people understand. Leaving aside those people
who are determined to create disorder in the world, no one can ever claim that in any
society, country or even the entire world, that there can be disorder or a lack of peace

where justice and fair dealing exist. Nevertheless, we find in many parts of the world
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that disorder and a lack of peace are prevalent. Such disorder is visible both internally
within countries, and externally in terms of the relations between various nations.
Such disorder and strife exists even though all governments claim to make policies
that are based on justice. All claim that the establishment of peace is their primary
objective. Yet, in general, there is little doubt that restlessness and anxiety is
increasing in the world, and so disorder is spreading. This clearly proves that
somewhere along the line, the requirements of justice are not being fulfilled.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to try and end inequality, wherever and whenever it
exists. Thus, as the worldwide Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, I would
like to make a few observations about the need for, and the ways to achieve peace
based on justice. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is purely a religious
community. It is our firm belief that the Messiah and Reformer who was destined to
appear in this age and enlighten the world as to Islam’s true teachings has indeed
arrived. We believe that the Founder of our Community, Hadrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmadas of Qadian, was that very Promised Messiah and Reformer, and thus we
have accepted him. He pressed upon his followers to act and propagate the real and
true teachings of Islam that are based on the Holy Qur’an. Therefore, everything that I
will say in relation to establishing peace, and in relation to conducting just
international relations, will be based on Qur’anic teachings. In relation to achieving
world peace, all of you regularly express your opinions, and indeed make great
efforts. Your creative and intelligent minds allow you to present great ideas, plans and
indeed a vision of peace. Thus, this issue does not require me to speak from a worldly
or political perspective, but instead my entire focus will be based on how to establish
peace based on religion. For this purpose I shall, as I have earlier said, present some
very important guidelines based on the teachings of the Holy Qur’an. It is important
to always remember that human knowledge and intellect is not perfect, but is in fact
limited. Thus, when making decisions or forming thoughts often certain factors enter
human minds, which can cloud judgement and lead to a person trying to fulfil his own
rights. Ultimately, this can lead to an unjust outcome and decision being made. God’s
Law, however, is perfect and so no vested interests or unfair provisions exist. This is
because God only desires for the good and betterment of His Creation and therefore,
His Law is based entirely on justice. The day the people of the world come to
recognise and understand this crucial point will be the day that the foundation for true

and everlasting peace will be laid. Otherwise, we continue to find that although efforts
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are endlessly made to establish world peace, yet they are unable to provide any
worthwhile results. After the conclusion of the First World War, the leaders of certain
countries desired for good and peaceful relations between all nations in future. Thus,
in an effort to achieve world peace the League of Nations was formed. Its principal
aim was to maintain world peace and to prevent future wars from breaking out.
Unfortunately, the rules of the League and the resolutions it passed had certain flaws
and weaknesses and so they did not properly protect the rights of all peoples and all
nations equally. Consequently, as a result of the inequalities that existed, long term
peace could not prevail. The efforts of the League failed and this led directly to World
War II. We are all aware of the unparalleled destruction and devastation that ensued,
where around 75 million people globally lost their lives, many of who were innocent
civilians. That war should have been more than enough to open the eyes of the world.
It should have been a means to developing wise policies that granted all parties their
due rights, based on justice, and thus prove to be a means of establishing peace in the
world. The world’s governments at the time did endeavour to some extent to try and
establish peace, and hence the United Nations was established. However, it soon
became quite apparent that the noble and overarching objective underpinning the
United Nations could not be fulfilled. Indeed, today certain governments quite openly
make statements that prove its failure. What does Islam say in relation to international
relations that are based on justice, and so a means of establishing peace? In the Holy
Qur’an, God Almighty has made it clear that whilst our nationalities or ethnic
backgrounds act as a means of identity, they do not entitle or validate any form of
superiority of any kind.* The Qur’an, thus, makes clear that all people are born equal
* ch. 49: v. 14. Furthermore, in the final sermon ever delivered by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, he instructed all Muslims to always remember that an Arab is not
superior to a non-Arab and nor is a non-Arab superior to an Arab. He taught that a
white person is not superior to a black person and nor is a black person superior to a
white person. Thus, it is a clear teaching of Islam that the people of all nationalities
and all races are equal. It is also made clear that all people should be granted equal
rights without any discrimination or prejudice. This is the key and golden principle
that lays the foundation for harmony between different groups and nations, and for the
establishment of peace. However, today we find that there is division and separation
between powerful and weaker nations. For example, in the United Nations we find

that there is a distinction made between certain countries. Thus, in the Security
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Council there are some permanent members and some non-permanent members. This
division has proved to be an internal source of anxiety and frustration and thus we
regularly hear reports of certain countries protesting against this inequality. Islam
teaches absolute justice and equality in all matters and so we find another very crucial
guideline in Chapter 5, verse 3 of the Holy Qur’an. In this verse it states that to fully
comply with the requirements of justice, it is necessary to treat even those people,
who go beyond all limits in their hatred and enmity, with fairness and equity. The
Qur’an teaches that wherever and whoever counsels you towards goodness and virtue,
you should accept it, and wherever and whoever counsels you towards sinful or unjust
behaviour, you should reject it. A question that naturally arises is that what is the
standard of justice required by Islam? In Chapter 4, verse 136, the Holy Qur’an states
that even if you have to testify against yourself, or your parents or your most loved
ones, then you must do so in order to uphold justice and to uphold the truth. Powerful
and rich countries should not usurp the rights of the poor and weaker countries in an
effort to preserve their own rights, and nor should they deal with the poorer nations in
an unjust fashion. On the other hand, the poor and weaker nations should not seek to
inflict harm on the powerful or wealthy nations whenever the opportunity arises.
Instead, both sides should endeavour to fully abide by the principles of justice.
Indeed, this is a matter of crucial importance in maintaining peaceful relations
between countries. Another requirement for peace between nations based on justice is
given in Chapter 15, verse 89 of the Holy Qur’an where it states that no party should
ever look enviously at the resources and wealth of others. Similarly, no country
should seek to unjustly appropriate or take over the resources of another country on
the false pretext of trying to assist or support them. Thus, on the basis of providing
technical expertise, governments should not take advantage of other nations by
making unjust trade deals or contracts. Similarly, on the basis of providing expertise
or assistance, governments should not try to take control of the natural resources or
assets of the developing nations. Where less educated people or governments need to
be taught how to properly utilise their natural resources, then this should be done.
Then, nations and governments should always seek to serve and help those less
fortunate. However, such service should not be rendered with an aim of achieving
national or political benefits or as a means to fulfil vested interests. We find that in the
past six or seven decades the United Nations has launched many programmes or

foundations aiming to help the poor countries to progress. Towards this effort they
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have explored the natural resources of the developing nations. However, despite these
efforts, none of the poorer countries have reached the stage or level of the developed
nations. One reason for this is certainly wide-ranging corruption by many of the
governments of those under-developed countries. With regret though I must say that
despite this, as a means to further their own interests, the developed nations have
continued to deal with such governments. Trade deals, international aid and business
contracts have continued to be processed. As a result, the frustrations and restlessness
of the poor and deprived segments of society have continued to increase and this has
led to rebellion and internal disorder within those countries. The poor people of the
developing countries have become so frustrated that they have turned against not only
their own leaders, but also the big powers as well. This has played into the hands of
the extremist groups, who have taken advantage of the frustrations, and so have been
able to encourage such people towards joining their groups and supporting their
hate-filled ideology. The ultimate result of this has been that the peace of the world
has been destroyed. Thus, Islam has drawn our attention to various means for peace. It
requires absolute justice. It requires truthful testimony to always be given. It requires
that our glances are not cast enviously in the direction of the wealth of others. It
requires that the developed nations put aside their vested interests, and instead help
and serve the less developed and poorer nations with a truly selfless attitude and
spirit. If all of these factors are observed, then true peace will be established. If
despite all these aforementioned measures any country transgresses all limits and
attacks another country, and seeks to unjustly take control of its resources, then other
countries should certainly take measures to stop such cruelty—but they should always
act with justice when doing so. The circumstances for taking action, based on Islamic
teachings are detailed in the Qur’an, in Chapter 49.* It teaches that when two nations
are in dispute and this leads to war, then other governments should strongly counsel
them towards dialogue and diplomacy so that they can come to an agreement and
reconciliation on the basis of a negotiated settlement. If, however, one of the parties
does not accept the terms of agreement and wages war, then other countries should
unite together and fight to stop that aggressor. When the aggressive nation is defeated
and agrees to mutual negotiation, then all parties should work towards an agreement
that leads to long-standing peace and reconciliation. Harsh and unjust conditions
should not be enforced that leads to the hands of any nation being tied, because in the

long-term that will lead to restlessness, which will ferment and spread. The result of
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such restlessness will be further disorder. In circumstances where a third-party
government seeks to bring about reconciliation between two parties, then it should act
with sincerity and total impartiality. This impartiality should remain even if one of the
parties speaks against it. Therefore, the third-party should display no anger in such
circumstances, it should seek no revenge, nor should it act in an unfair manner. All
parties should be afforded their due rights. Thus, for the requirements of justice to be
fulfilled, it is essential that the countries that are negotiating a settlement should
themselves not seek to fulfil their own personal interests, nor try to derive benefit
unduly from either country. They should not interfere unjustly or pressure either of the
parties unfairly. The natural resources of any country should not be taken advantage
of. Unnecessary and unfair restrictions should not be placed upon such countries,
because this is neither just and nor can it ever prove to be a source of improving
relations between countries. Due to time constraints, I have only very briefly
mentioned these points. In short, if we desire for peace to be established in the world,
then we must leave aside our personal and national interests for the greater good and
instead we must establish mutual relations that are based entirely on justice.
Otherwise, some of you might agree with me that due to alliances, blocs may be
formed in future—or I can even say they have started forming—and it is not unlikely
that disorder will continue to increase in the world, which will ultimately lead to a
huge destruction. The effects of such devastation and warfare will surely last for many
generations. Therefore, the United States, as the world’s largest power, should play its
role in acting with true justice and with such good intentions, as I have described. If it
does so then the world will always remember with great admiration your great efforts.
It is my prayer that this becomes a reality
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